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BIRMINGHAM GREEN PARTY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2006

Date: Saturday 28 January

Location: Welsh Congregational Church, Bath Street (off
Queensway, not far from St Chad’s Cathedral in Birmingham city
centre).

10.00 a.m. Arrival and drinks
10.30 a.m. AGM
Agenda
Introductions and welcome
Written reports from officers:

Secretary (Hazel Clawley) (enclosed)

Treasurer (Phil Simpson)

Membership Secretary (Peter Beck)

Elections Officer (Peter Tinsley)

Media Officer (Barney Smith) (enclosed)

Newsletter Editor (Stuart Masters)

Policy Coordinator (Alan Clawley) (enclosed)
Election of officers for 2006:

Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Secretary

Elections Officer

Media Officer

Newsletter Editor

Policy Coordinator

Fund-raiser/Social Secretary

Further selection of prospective candidates for 2006 City
Council elections.

Close of meeting by 12.30 p.m. latest.

12.30 p.m. Fund-raising lunch (Janet Alty’s soup is not to be
missed!)

[1.00 p.m. approx. at same venue - West Midlands Region AGM
— all welcome.]

If you can’t manage to attend for the whole day,
we’d be very glad to see you for even an hour or so.
If you can’t get there for the business meeting,
please join us in the fund-raising lunch!

Inside this issue:

BGP AGM
Fund-raising Meal

2005 Report:
Policy Co-ordinator

2005 Reports:
Secretary 3
Membership Secretary

2005 Reports:
Media Officer 4
City Green Editor

NS BSOS

BGP “Bring and Share”
Fund-raising Meal
(Veggie/Vegan)
Saturday 1 April
7.00 p.m. onwards

Where: Harry & Barbara's

5 Esher Road

Kingstanding, B44 9QJ

Tel: 0121 353 2442

Email: rainbowspan@hotmail.com

£5 to attend, plus £5 optional
colour consultation—phone for
more info!

Please bring veggie/vegan food
to share, and drink if needed;
tea, coffee, health drinks, etc.
will be provided.

Please see page 4 for more
information on this fun way
to support Birmingham
Green Party!
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2005 REPORT: POLICY CO-ORDINATOR (Alan Clawley)

| was elected to the newly-created post of Policy Co-ordinator at the 2005 Annual General Meeting.

FIRST DRAFT

My first task was to produce a First Draft that would go to a full-day Policy Conference that was set for September.
Members were invited through City Green and the e-Group to contribute new policy statements. | also drew exist-
ing material from the Manifesto for a Sustainable Society, other Green Party local manifestos, and previous state-
ments or papers agreed or published by Birmingham Green Party. The Committee also decided that the Manifesto
should follow the current structure of the City Council with its 10 Cabinet Portfolios (see below). A Draft containing
470 clauses was circulated in advance to those indicating that they would attend the Conference. Separate Back-
ground Papers with information about budgets, responsibilities, papers from members and relevant extracts from
the MfSS (verbatim) for each cabinet portfolio were available on request but none was requested.

FIRST POLICY CONFERENCE - 17 SEPTEMBER 2005

The seven members who took part were Alan Clawley, Hazel Clawley, Pat Knowles, Peter Tinsley, Peter Beck, lan
Jamieson, and Barney Smith. Chris Williams of Solihull GP also attended. Our task was to consider the policy
statements on their merit regardless of their origin. We divided them into:

315 clauses that enjoyed unanimous or near unanimous support without debate. (These were adopted “nem
con” for the 2006 election)

44 clauses that were very unlikely to be agreed even after debate. (These were discarded for the 2006 elec-
tion)

111 clauses that enjoyed in principle consensus but which required more detailed discussion. (These will be
brought back to a Second Policy Conference for further debate, refinement and adoption or rejection in February
2006)

Concerns about the existing cabinet structure, questions about whether specific policies were in the wrong cabinet,
and statements of the priorities, overall aims and objectives of a Green Council, and any major gaps in policy were
noted and action agreed. Policies specific to a Ward were not dealt with. We assumed that the Philosophical Basis
and the agreed policies in the Manifesto for a Sustainable Society were not up for detailed discussion. My thanks
are due to those who took part for having the discipline and stamina that enabled us to get through a demanding
agenda on the day.

SECOND POLICY CONFERENCE - 11 FEBRUARY 2006
| propose to circulate a revised document before Conference Two. This will identify policy statements that:
were approved at Conference One (and are not for discussion)

were referred back at Conference One and remain un-amended after being circulated by me (and should need
little discussion)

were referred back and have been since amended

are new policy statements that have been written since Conference One, including those that were
“‘commissioned” to fill gaps by Conference One.

| would like any contributions to reach me by the end of the Birmingham Green Party AGM on 28
January. This will give me time to revise the document and circulate it to those who will be at-
tending the Conference.

CABINET PORTFOLIOS

LEADER LEISURE SPORT AND CULTURE

DEPUTY LEADER LOCAL SERVICES AND COMMUNITY SAFETY

EDUCATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING REGENERATION

EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RESOURCES SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH

HOUSING TRANSPORTATION STREET SERVICES & SUSTAINABILITY

Written reports from all BGP officers will be available at the AGM.
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2005 REPORT: SECRETARY (Hazel Clawley)

The secretary’s job is to facilitate the smooth working of BGP and its committee: preparation of agendas and
circulation of minutes. Not much to report, then.

But | would like to put on record some BGP activities over the last year which are unlikely to appear in the reports
of the other officers. They are in no particular order.

Fundraising activities: Alan’s sponsored Easter Walk, lan and Dan’s “Balti Deposit Party”, Pat’s sale of GP
pens, Harry’s veggie meal at Body & Being, Christmas meal and book sale hosted by Phil and Marion.
Participation at regional level: Peter T has been Regional Elections officer.

Participation at national level: Peter B has been Spokesperson on Masts; Joe has been involved in Campaigns
Committee and Young Greens. Both led Conference Fringes. Several other members participated in Spring and
Autumn Conferences.

BGP help set up “Local Works” public meeting (Peter B) and provided speaker (Stuart).

Birmingham University Young Greens formed with support from BGP: stall at Freshers’ Fair, involvement in
Make Poverty History, public meeting on Climate Change.

City Council’s Sustainability Forum: BGP is represented on agenda-setting committee; BGP (though uninvited)
had stall at Climate Change Environmental Village, Victoria Square, and some members attended meeting on
Climate Change — fairly negative feedback on this event.

Birmingham Stop the War: Barney spoke at meeting.

Sustainability Day, Swanshurst School: Alan and Peter T participated.
“Green Party Lunches” at Café One, last Friday of month (Dan).

Stall at Cotteridge Festival (Barney).

Participation in “Ecocide of Panjab” meeting (Peter B).

Climate Change demo, London: several members leafleted in City Centre, and then went on demo with BGP
banner, joining largest-ever GP presence at national demo.

This is not an exhaustive list. Most of our activities will be covered in the reports from other officers. And, as
always, individual members continue to be involved in campaigning on Green issues in their own part of the city,
or in causes of particular interest to them, often in the name of the Green Party.
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2005 REPORT: MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY (Peter Beck) || Haze! Clawley (772 7165)

Treasurer:

For the first time in a number of years our numbers have declined. After rising from Ph.'l S'mpsﬁ’” (427 2945)
46 in December 2000 to 98 in December 2004 our new official figure for December || El€ctions Officer:

2005 is 94. In reality this masks a bigger drop in membership, including a number of Peter Tinsley (472 6003)
members who have actually left the area, but are still on our list, having not yet found | [ Membership Secretary:
another local party. Prominent among them is Nick Whittingham, for many years a Peter Beck (422 6975)
Committee member and a long-time candidate and activist in our previous target || Media Officer:

ward of Moseley & Kings Heath. In my opinion it is no coincidence that it was in this Barney Smith (415 5971)
ward in previous years that we witnessed the biggest increase in membership. Policy Co-ordinator:

In the second half of 2005 we have not had the same number of new members join- Alan Clawley (772 7165)
ing us to offset the loss from lapses and resignations. This might be a consequence || City Green Editor:

of post -General Election blues amongst those who share our beliefs. We adopted || Stuart Masters (449 4181)
Selly Oak and Peter Tinsley as our new target ward and candidate but, of course,
apart from by-elections, there weren't the usual local elections in 2005. Hopefully we || POSTAL ADDRESS
will recruit at a greater rate as we canvass and campaign in Selly Oak in 2096 for the || c/0 Hazel Clawley
May local elections and beyond. In 2005 an active Birmingham University Young || og Taywood Drive
Greens Group was formed and | would like to see them integrated as student mem- Birmingham B10 0DB
bers of the Green Party, joining with us in local activity.
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2005 REPORT: MEDIA OFFICER (Barney Smith)

| have been media officer for two years now. | took it on in parallel with standing in the 2004 European election and
our target candidate in the 2005 general election in order to maximise my exposure as well as the Green Party’s.

The easiest way to get press exposure is to write to the Birmingham Post. They take reasonable-length letters and
have six papers a week to fill. But then, very few people in Birmingham read it, so it is almost like vanity publishing.
| do about one of these a month and several have been published. Any Party member can do this just as well.

| have tried a more shotgun approach of sending off press releases, about every other week on average, to all me-
dia, TV, radio and press to keep reminding them of our existence and contact details. These are usually based on
the regular trickle of press releases coming from national office and the MEPs. A few of these get published now
and then, in part, but very few, as far as | can tell. We got minimal exposure on BBC Birmingham at the election
and only after complaining. We have had one more invite subsequently. One press release did result in the Post
asking me to write a short article against the shoot-to-kill policy.

| am only free to do emails in the evening. It would be better to have someone who can respond to the news during
the day and use radio phone-ins and just phone up the journalists and chat to them.

However, until we are making news, rather than just commenting on it, the media feel quite justified in ignoring us.
The fact that we have more interesting and more relevant policies cuts no ice in the editorial offices. So target-to-
win and getting a councillor to stir up trouble on the Council is our main task.

I am willing to carry on if no one better able is ready to take over. Alternatively, | am ready to hand it on and maybe
swap roles with someone else now | am not a target candidate.

REPORT 2005: CITY GREEN EDITOR (Stuart Masters)

During 2005/6 there have been four editions of City Green published (April 2005, August 2005, November 2005
and January 2006). A good range of topics has been covered, but the copy has come from a very limited number
of regular contributors. Some progress has been made in increasing the circulation of City Green by email. This
now stands at approximately 40%.

During the next year | would recommend the following actions:
Extend the number of contributors.
Further increase the email circulation method.
Survey members on content and structure.

Make City Green available on the website.
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continued from page 1

BGP “Bring and Share” Fund-raising Meal

Following the successful end-of-year ‘do’ at Phil's place, and in order to raise funds for this May'’s local
election campaign, you are invited to a “Bring and Share” meal at Harry's house, with an extra optional
fund-raising offer of an Aura-Soma Colour Consultation from Barbara Staples. Please come along!

Please phone to confirm you're coming, also if interested you would need to book for the colour consul-

tation (a 20-minute slot). Barbara will only be able to do 5 consultations during the evening. If you are
not sure what Aura-Soma is all about, please phone Barbara on 0121 353 2442.

Main buses: 33 from City Centre - Dale End (opposite ‘yuk’ Donald’s). Get off at “Sportsman’s Rest” pub
in Cooksey Lane, Kingstanding (1 stop after large roundabout surrounded by shops, etc.). Cross road,
walk a few metres in same direction. Esher Road is the first on the right.

Also from the same City Centre stop a 34 bus could be used, but will not stop quite so close.

IT arriving from other directions please phone about other directions.

DON'T BE AN APRIL FOOL: COME TO THIS FUNDRAISING, HAIR-RAISING EVENT!




